Tonga November 18 - 27, 2017
Escape with us to Tonga
Situated midway in the Pacific Ocean between Tahiti and Fiji, the Kingdom of Tonga is comprised of 171 islands in
four distinct groups: Tongatapu, Ha′apai, Vava′u, and Niuas. Nuku′alofa on the main island of Tongatapu is the capital of
this constitutional monarchy. The jewels of the exotic cruising grounds of a Tonga sailing vacation are the hilly and wooded
coral islands of Vava′u. Miles of white-sand beaches, coral reefs, and crystal clear waters make Tonga one of the world’s
top snorkeling and scuba diving venues. Visibility is often 150 feet. The abundance of snug anchorages, more than 40 of
them, combined with the close proximity of the islands to one another is very similar to cruising in the British Virgin Islands. The reefs assure calm waters while the trade winds assure excellent sailing virtually every day. It’s no surprise, then,
that Vava′u is a sailor’s paradise, where the delights of a Tonga yacht charter inspire fond memories that last a lifetime.

A Tonga sailing vacation offers some of the easiest and best cruising in the South Pacific. Southeast trade winds average between 15 and 25 knots May through September and northeast trade winds average between 10 and 20 knots in the
summer. Navigation is line-of-sight from one island to the next, though a watchful eye on the chart is necessary because of
the numerous reefs. The tidal range is a bit over three feet. Tidal and wind-driven currents are typically weak except in narrow channels. A Tonga yacht charter is well within the reach of sailors who have basic skills in coastal navigation. The
beauty and unique character of these exotic waters lures less experienced and veteran sailors alike to return time after time
for more adventures. Year-round temperatures hover around 75°F (24°C).
Tonga’s beauty is known throughout the world. The wooded and often hilly coral islands are fringed with pristine white-sand beaches ideal for
snorkeling, swimming, and sunbathing. Picturesque anchorages well protected from ocean swells are usually no more than a couple miles apart, but there’s
also clear water for South Pacific sailing at its best. The kingdom has a handful of resorts and restaurants on the islands as well as on Vava′u in the main
town of Neiafu. Among Tonga’s principle attractions are its welcoming people, who cherish hospitality and engender a sincere desire to make visitors feel
at home. Tonga has been nicknamed the Friendly Islands since 1773, when British captain James Cook used the term to describe the Tongans he met. The
honorary title is still well deserved.
Cost per cabin is $7800 for Tradewinds Members and $8800 for non-members. This rate includes your cabin,
flight from SFO, & provisioning (Drinks not included). These prices are based on double occupancy. Singles or couples with children who want to share a cabin will need to contact Brandy directly for individual pricing.
Plan on a long 1st day of travel, including the plane flight. We’ll board the boats that night and leave the docks
the following morning after the skipper’s briefing. After a week of exploring, we’ll return to the marina by 10am and
we’ll return by plane to San Francisco.
The initial deposit to reserve a cabin is $1500. The second deposit of an additional $2500 is due by May 15,
2017. The final payment of $3800 for members and $4800 for non-members is due August 15, 2017. Please pay close attention to the cancellation policy below.
The Fine Print:
The price listed includes all taxes and fuel surcharges as of August 1, 2016. If the airlines add new fuel surcharges
or invent new taxes, we may have to pass these on to you. We don’t expect it to get worse, but we have to warn you
just in case.
Cancellation Policy: 6 months before departure, full refund. 6 months to 90 days, loss of deposits. Less than 90
days before departure, no refund.

