Our Grecian Trip – Ian Joseph & Family
We had planned our sailing trip to Greece about a year in advance, first two days in
Athens and then a one hour plane trip to the Island of Kos to pick up our Moorings
charter – a 43 ft Jeanneau.
My wife’s two sister’s, her brother and their partners met us all in Athens as planned. We
spent the two days exploring Athens, getting to like Greek food and reacquainting
ourselves with each other. Only my wife and I had any sailing experience, the others
were all newbies and so were a bit apprehensive about the new adventure.

The Olympic Stadium
Athens was great, especially as we arrived a year after the Olympics and it really showed
that the city had been spruced up!
July 26th we caught a plane to Kos and spent a day and a night there exploring the island.
Kos’s claim to fame is a relationship with Hippocrates, the father of medicine.

The men at the Hippocrates plane tree on Kos.
The following day we took a taxi to the Kos marina and boarded our yacht – Lemaja –
The empress of the sea.

Kos Marina
The Kos marina is the only modern marina in the Dodecanese and is the starting point for
yacht charters in the area. Moorings had a number of boats there. We were well received
and after buying provisions and an exhaus tive checkout we left the marina at 6 PM. We
arrived at a nearby island Sperymos at 8 PM, anchored in the bay, made dinner and went
to sleep.

We spent the next six days sailing between the islands north of Kos; Kalymnos, Leros,
Lipso and Patmos. The highlight was Patmos although each island had a unique charm

and character that made it special. It was great to arrive at a port, tie up and then explore
the town on foot or on a hired scooter.

Med moored in Kalymnos.

Kalymnos Harbour
Undoubtedly the most challenging part of sailing was the Mediterranean mooring. I, as
skipper, had to moor each time and it was really challenging reversing the boat into a
narrow space with a +15 knot cross wind, while making sure that the anchor went down
without crossing any other boats rode.
Needless to say most of our adventures involved anchoring.
This was our first bareboat charter. It was a great success thanks to the training we got
from Tradewinds. We definitely plan on doing it again next year.
We had a great time, amy wife and I plan on returning to Greece next year for two weeks
this time. We plan on taking a boat from Athens and exploring the islands closest to
Athens.

Leros harbour and tavernas on the beach.

Leros anchorage from the castle.

A shrine at Leros.

View of Patmos from the monastery

Patmos monastery

The crew after a weeks sailing.

